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to work to be truly free through activism

By CHRISTINE LETT
Doily News Statf
ST. CROIX — This year's cele-

bration of the 1848 Emancipation
was one of deep reflection of the
sacrifices made 160 years ago to
the day by enslaved Africans to
win freedom from the Denmark,
the islands’ colonial power,

On Thursday, on the same
ground where freedom from slav-
ery was won on July 3, 1848,
keynote speaker Minister Louis
Farrakhan, leader of the Nation of
Islam, told Virgin lslanders that
while slaves were emancipated the
work to be truly free was not yet
done.

Emancipation, in Latin, simply
means a freeing of the hands, he
said. It does not mean freedom
from the master, Farrakhan said.

The activism, which calls for
deep sacrifices, skipped an entire
generation because the sacrifice is
not yet “real,” he said. Many have
not experienced true freedom —
the ability to be independent, o
fulfill their own destinies. In
today’s world this means owning
your own business, growing your
owm foods, Farrakhan said,

Farrakhan called for activism in
this generation “to make the work
that took place 160 years ago
real.”

“Freedom is never given,” he
said. “Freedom is carned.”

He called on leaders in the com-
munity to continue the fight for
freedom from mental slavery —
from the mentality of looking 10
others for answers and assistance.

Hundreds gathered at Buddhoe
Park in Frederiksted and waited
patiently for hours Thursday 1o
hear Farrakhan speak, He arrived
at Buddhoe Park by police escort.

The area was already heavily
manned by members of the MNation
of Islam, V.I. police and other
security. Farrakhan was the final
speaker at Thursday’s event and
hundreds who scattered through-
out the park rushed to the stage as
he appearcd.

The program began a couple of
hours behind schedule. Inclement
weather delayed flights bringing
Majestrad Negra of Puerto Ricd, a
drum and dance group scheduled
1o take the stage at 1 p.m. Charles
Williams, a Carib chief from
Dominica, did not make program
at all after his flight was cancelled,

The program began about 3 p.m.
wilh the traditional blowing of the
conch shell. Myron Jackson
offered the libation, giving rever-
ence and thanks to the ancestors
by pouring water taken from

Creque Dam. He spoke both in

English and Yoruba,
Pinones-based Majestrad Negra

followed with a performance of

the bomba, which in Puerio Rico

Nation of Islam leader Minister Louis Famakhan spaak
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Thursday afternoon on King Street at Buddhos Park in Frederikstad,
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s during the 160th Emancipation Day Celebration program

Many have not experienced true freedom — the ability to be independent, to
fulfill their own destinies. In today’s world this means owning your own business,

growing your own foods, Minister Louis Farrakhan said.

was used by slaves to incite rebel-
lion. A youth group, accompanicd
by drummers and singers, danced
in brightly-colored costurnes.

Pinones is the only Afro-
Caribbean commumity in Puerto
Rico. It was created in the 18003
by maroons — slaves who escaped
from their masters.

Maricraz  Rivera, executive
director of Corporacion Pinones Se
Intesra which created Majestrad
Megra, said the brightly colored
costumes signify the hope the
marcons felt in their new commu-
nity. It moves away from the colo-
nial-style white garment that has
become known as the traditional
wear in Puerto Rico, she said.

Also, local historian Mario
Moorhead gave his historical per-
spective of the atrocities enslaved
Africans endured under the heavy-
handed rule of the Danish coloniz-
ers. He also described the events
leading to the 1848 Emancipation.

- The Emancipation re-cnactment
was absent in this year’s program.
Since the Yesterday, Today and
Tomormow Committes created the
annual celebration, the Emancipa-
tion re-enactment has been the
highlight.

Committee president Mary
Moorhead said lack of funding
prevented the organization from

hiring a group to perform the re-
enactmeant She eaid thm
Committee received only half of
its appropriated funding, 360,000
from the V.I. govermment, to put
on its events,

The 1848 Emancipation is con-
sidered the most historic moment
in ¥.I. history. On that day, all
slaves in the territory were freed.

In the summer of 1847,
Denmark announced that slavery
would be abolished in the Danish
West Indies in 1848 for all new-
borns, and 12 years later for
adults. Instead of appeasing
slaves, the announcement angered
them; they were growing increns-
ingly rebellious having heard
reports that slaves on neighboring
islands had been granted their
freedom.

Organized by a master sugar
boiler named Moses Gottlieh and
his comrade Martin King, the
slaves on plantations throughowt
the West End of the island careful-
ly orchestrated a march on the
town of Frederiksted at dawn on
July 3, 1848,

Om that momning, with the blow-
ing of conch shells and the beating
of drums, thousands of slaves
marched into Frederiksted and
gathered at Fort Frederik to
demand their freedom. They were

led by Gottlich, who rode into

tranm an hareahaclk in o vad Dasial,
military uniform. He later become
known as “General Buddhoe.”

The slaves stood before the
Danish military at Fort Frederik
and demanded their freedom by
noon, of ¢lse they would bum the
town to the ground, The military
sent word to Governor-General
Peter von Scholten at Government
House in Christiansted. No word
came by the noon deadline and
Buddhoe agreed to extend the
deadline to 4 p.m.

Von  Scholten arrived in
Frederiksted minutes before the 4
p.m. deadline. Upon seeing the
mob, he climbed onto the walls of
the fort and emancipated the
slaves from that day onward.

“All unfree in the Danish West
Indies are from today free,” he
declared.

The Emancipation celebration
ends today with a newly created
Youth Independence Day activity
beginning at 2 p.m, at King Street,
Frederiksted and a freworks dis-
play at 8 pm. The Stroka Band is
slated to perform along with the
5t. Croix Rising Stars Orchestra
and other entertainers.

- Contact Christine Lent at
FH-8772 ext. 456 or e-mail
cletadailymews.vi.
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Disidy Mewes Phonos by CRISTLAN SREESCL
Members of Majestrad Negra perform during the 160th Emencipation Day Calebretion prograrn Thursday afterncon on King Street at Buddhoe Park in Fraderiksted.

T o ; # ; An anthusiastic
3 St Lt 4 crowad joing the
Fart to Fort
Emancipaticn
Walk in
Frederiksted on
Thursday
morming. The
walk started at
Fort
Christiangvasm
in Christianstad
and anded
sbout six hours
lter at Fort
Fradarik. About
400 participated
in the walk at
various stages
along the way.
This s the
sevanth year
the walk,
organized by
Sen, Terrence
Nalson, has
besn part of the
Emancipation
Day Celebration.




